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CONGRESSMAN MIKE DEWITT TO ATTEND ORGAN DONOR SIGNUP GALA
SEVENTH ANNUAL ORGAN DONOR SIGNUP GALA
 CHESAPEAKE, VIRGINIA – US Congressman Mike Dewitt is set to attend Better Hope Hospital’s seventh annual Organ Donor Signup Gala. The Gala will be held at the Starling Community Reception Hall in Chesapeake City on June 8th. Doors open at 3:00 pm, with dinner and activities beginning at 4:00 pm. The entire event is expected to last until 8:00 pm.
Congressman Dewitt is a long-time advocate for organ donations, being a registered donor himself, and often presents Better Hope and other hospitals with generous donations. Congressman Dewitt has played an active role in the galas since their inception, whether as a guest speaker or volunteering his time to ensure the galas operate smoothly. Dewitt has stated that he has no plans to discontinue this work anytime soon, stating that “My little brother is all the encouragement I need. It was too late for him, but I will do everything in my power to help ensure the next person in need has a greater chance than he did.”
The primary goal of each gala is to spread awareness about the importance of organ donation and to encourage each of the attendees to sign up themselves. Better Hope has set a goal to get at least 1,000 new donors signed up by the end of the evening. If this goal is met, Better Hope Hospital will have achieved signing up 10,000 new donors in the last seven years, a promise that was made by the CEO when the hospital’s 10-year strategic plan was announced, back in 2018, during the first gala.
The gala is a black-tie event, with tickets starting at $100 per person, with all proceeds going to the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) is a non-profit organization that provides emotional, financial, and educational support to living donors (such as kidney donors) as well as specializing in transplant research to further transplant efforts. Every year, there is a guest speaker in attendance; this year’s speaker is Kenzie Martin, a heart transplant recipient who will speak about her battle with Becker Muscular Dystrophy (a rare and serious heart disease), her recovery with her new heart from an unknown donor, and the importance of organ donation. Guests will enjoy a five-course meal and live music, with speeches and a silent auction to follow.
Currently, there are over 105,000 people worldwide in need of a lifesaving organ transplant. Of that number, only 59,000 are active waiting list candidates. As of 2025, 7,000 living donors were available to give a kidney or a segment of their liver, while roughly 17,000 deceased donors were available to give the organs they no longer needed (UNOS, 2025). Considering those numbers, many people in need will be dead before they are given a chance. Sign up, save a life. For more information, visit www.betterhope-organdonations.com or call Better Hope directly at (123) 456-7890.
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